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I. ACADEMIC AND ADMINISTRATIVE
CALENDAR 2025- 2026

FALL SEMESTER, 2025 

August 18 – August 29 Orientation Period 

August 18 – August 29 Late Registration Fall Semester 2025 

September 1    Labor Day: Administrative holiday / Library closed 

September 2    Instruction begins for Fall Semester 2025 

September 1 - 12   Course Add/Drop Period Fall Semester 2025 

October 20 – 24   Reading Week 

November 3 – 14  Registration for Intersession 2026 & Spring Semester 2026 

November 27, 28 Thanksgiving: Academic and Administrative holiday / Library closed 

December 12  Fall Semester 2025 ends 

December 25  Christmas: Administrative holiday / Library closed 

December 25 – January 1 GTU Administrative holiday / Library closed 

January 1 New Year's: Administrative holiday / Library closed 

INTER-SESSION, 2026 

January 5– January30   Inter-session 2026 (Registration prior to first day of the course) 

January 19 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day: Academic and Administrative holiday / 
Library closed
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SPRING SEMESTER, 2026 

January 19 – 

January 30 

    Late Registration for Spring Semester 2026 

February 2 Instruction begins for Spring Semester 2026 

Feb 2 – Feb 13 Course Add/Drop Period Registration Spring Semester 2026 

February16 Presidents’ Day: Academic and Administrative holiday / 

Library closed 

March 23 – 27 Spring break 

April 3       Good Friday: Academic and Administrative holiday / 

   Library closed 

April 5   Easter: Library closed 

April 6 – 17 Registration for Fall Semester 2026 

May 15 BST Alumni Gathering / Honoring BST Graduates 2026 

May 16 BST Commencement 2026 

May 22  Spring Semester 2026 ends 

May 25 Memorial Day: Administrative holiday / Library closed 

June 19 Juneteenth: Administrative holiday/ Library closed 

July 3 Independence Day Observed: Administrative holiday / Library 
closed 
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II. MISSION OF BST

Creating leaders for communities of Christian faith, hope and justice. 

Our mission is fulfilled in partnership with the American Baptist Churches, USA 
and the Graduate Theological Union. We gladly welcome and actively recruit 
students from more than 22 other Christian traditions. 

Our mission is supported by a faculty that is representative of the 
constituencies we serve, competent in scholarship, skilled in teaching, 
experienced in ministry, and dedicated to the work of the Christian church. 

III. HISTORY OF BST

In 2021, Berkeley School of Theology (BST) celebrated its 150th anniversary. 
As a charter member of the Graduate Theological Union (1962), BST was 
founded in 1871 and remains at the center of Baptist and ecumenical 
theological education in the far west of the United States. The seminary is 
affiliated denominationally with the American Baptist Churches in the United 
States (ABCUSA). Prominent American Baptist leaders in America include the 
founding father of Rhode Island, Roger Williams; businessman, John D. 
Rockefeller and educator, Laura Spelman Rockefeller; social gospel theologian, 
Walter Rauschenbusch; U.S. Presidents Warren Harding and Harry Truman; 
Civil Rights leader, Martin Luther King, Jr.; and U.S. Rep. Barbara Lee (BST 
Board member). Though steeped in the historic “free church” heritage, BST 
admits students from a variety of denominational and religious traditions here 
in the U.S. and around the world. 

In the early 1840’s, while California was still a part of Mexico, the Baptist Home 
Missions Society (BHMS) sent its first mission-workers to the Bay Area with the 
specific mandate to inaugurate educational institutions. Those early dreams 
were waylaid until 1863 when the first educational convention of the new 
Baptist association was held in San Francisco. Berkeley School of Theology 
traces its lineage to this visionary spirit of BHMS that was also establishing 
Baptist educational institutions for men and women freed from slavery and 
Native Americans seeking education. Colleges like Morehouse, Spelman, 

Ottawa, and Bacone College, along with Berkeley School of Theology, were all 
established by BHMS in the spirit of liberty and justice for all. Indeed, an early 
president of Berkeley School of Theology was one of four ministers to preach at 
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Abraham Lincoln’s funeral, while another Baptist educator would soon become 
the eighth president of UC Berkeley. The Sather Gates and land-mark 
Campanile (belltower) at the heart of the UC Berkeley campus speak to Baptist 
philanthropy, leadership and a commitment to higher education in Northern 
California and at Berkeley School of Theology. 

Berkeley School of Theology was chartered in 1871 as California College. The 
pioneering and innovative spirit of its founders has guided it through a series of 
transformations and name changes throughout its 150-year history. As one of 
California’s earliest colleges, the school was first located in Vacaville and then 
moved to Oakland in 1887. In 1912, California College relocated to Berkeley, 
changing its name to Berkeley Baptist Divinity School (BBDS). Three years later 
this school merged with the Pacific Coast Baptist Theological Seminary, which 
had begun instruction in 1890 at the First Baptist Church of Oakland and 
moved to Berkeley in 1904. For the next fifty-three years (1915-1968), the 
school carried the Berkeley Baptist Divinity School name, even as it merged 
once again with California Baptist Theological Seminary (CBTS) in Southern 
California. CBTS had been founded in 1944 at Temple Baptist Church in Los 
Angeles, later moving to Covina in 1951. In 1968, the new two-campus 
institution was renamed American Baptist Seminary of the West. Not long 
thereafter, the Southern California CBTS faulty joined the faculty in Berkeley 
(1974) where, together, they could share in the resources of the Graduate 
Theological Union (GTU). In December of 2019, the Board of ABSW, after a ten- 
year process of study and deliberation, changed the name of the institution to 
Berkeley School of Theology, to reflect its expansive mission. 

Today, as a member of the GTU, Berkeley School of Theology offers its students 
a myriad of resources through one of the largest partnership of seminaries 
and graduate schools in the United States. BST students may take advantage of 
the strength of its historic Baptist heritage as well as interdisciplinary 
religious thought, study, and practice through cross-registration at other GTU 
seminaries. In addition, BST students have access to one of the finest 
theological libraries in the world, an uncommonly large faculty of distinguished 
scholars, and the resources of the University of California, Berkeley. Through 
the GTU, students can pursue BST degrees as well as the Ph.D., Th.D., and M.A. 
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IV. ABOUT BST

. Overview of Programs 

BST’s programs manifest its vision and mission. The seminary offers a BA 
Equivalency in Spanish and English (recognized by the Association of 
Theological Schools (ATS)) a Master of Divinity (with the option of taking up to 
50% of the course work in Korean; ATS accredited), a Masters in Community 
Leadership (ATS accredited), a 100% online Masters in Theological Studies in 
English or Spanish (ATS accredited), a Doctor of Ministry (with English, Spanish 
& Korean tracks; ATS accredited) and also participates with the GTU in offering 
a PhD degree in cooperation with the GTU member schools and affiliates (all 
fully ATS and WASC accredited degrees). The BST academic programs have 
been created to train students in 4 skill sets and in 4 thematic tracks: 

4 Skill Sets 4 Tracks
Critical Thinking Creative Church & Community
Communications Spirituality & Resilience
Leadership Justice & Reconciliation
Formation Border Crossing

4 Skill Sets 
Critical Thinking 
Tools for research & Exegesis; Principles of Hermeneutics; History of 
religious traditions; Modern and Post-modern theologies 

Communications 
Homiletical presentations; Public and community presentations; 
Writing & Publishing; Contemporary pedagogies 

Leadership 
Pastoral responsibilities & skills; Community organizing & leadership; 
Leadership styles & preferences; Organizational development. 

Formation 
Personal formation; Spiritual formation; Pastoral formation; 
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Professional formation 

4 Thematic Tracks
Creative Church & Community

▶ People become involved in churches when they feel a sense of
authentic community and spiritual connection. They need to feel a
sense of belonging. In this track of the curriculum students will be
equipped to create authentic, diverse communities by addressing
topics such as organizational change, church renewal, conflict
resolution, congregational and communal care, spiritually
grounded and ethical leadership, and more.

Spirituality & Resilience
The work of ministry is rewarding, but it’s also difficult. Leaders 
need to know how to cultivate deep resources for their spiritual, 
emotional, and professional well-being. They also need to know 
how to equip communities with these same kinds of resources. In 
this track of the curriculum students will learn to draw on 
scripture, history, prayer, communal practices, pastoral care, 
trauma studies, communication skills, the arts, and other valuable 
resources to support environments where they can flourish—and 
thereby help others flourish as well.

Justice & Reconciliation
Justice is love in action. Reconciliation is justice embodied. God’s 
love inspires this work. In this track of the curriculum, students 
will grapple with the justice demands of the gospel, develop 
strategies for long-term, engaged justice work: (verb) eco-justice 
and sustainability studies; learn
to articulate their own public theologies: incorporate insights from 
the rich histories of social justice movements; become familiar 
with restorative justice, and grow in their confidence to address,
through intersectional analysis, contemporary issues of injustice in local, 
national, and global contexts.
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Border Crossing & Bridge Building
Social segregation is an insidious systemic problem that 
continues to cause deep and lasting conflict. As one of only a 
few multicultural theological schools in the United States, 
accredited by the Association of Theological Schools, BST is 
uniquely positioned to equip students in the border-crossing 
skills so desperately needed for healing work today. In this 
track of the curriculum students from diverse backgrounds 
will develop intercultural skills through praxis-oriented 
courses; self- directed, inventive projects; and innovative 
internship opportunities. Students will also gain valuable 
skills using digital resources for the common good, including 
podcasting, social media, and other emerging technologies.

Students also have access to certificate programs including: Arts & Religion; BA 
Equivalency; Buddhist Chaplaincy; Women’s Studies in Religion; Black Church/ 
Africana Studies; Asian/Oceanic Studies; Jewish Studies; Islamic Studies; Hindu 
Studies; Orthodox Christian Studies; Swedenborgian Studies; Public Theology 
and Intercultural Leadership. 

Core courses (and some electives) in the curriculum(s) are taught by BST 
faculty. Students are encouraged to take elective courses offered by the 
faculties of the additional GTU seminaries, centers and affiliates, as well as 
courses at UC Berkeley. Experience in the context of ministry is an integral part 
of the core curriculum. 

The BST student–body is comprised of both full–time and part–time students. 
Some students commute from off–campus residences, many attend classes 
remotely from across the nation as well as international locations. All BST’s 
classrooms have been upgraded with hybrid teaching technology 
(simultaneous in-person and remote attendance). The seminary schedules 
classes online (synchronous and asynchronous) and in-person during daytime 
and evening hours. The curriculums, likewise, are flexible to accommodate 
part–time and full–time students. Our student body is comprised of leaders 
that represent diversity in cultural and ethnic backgrounds, gender, age, 
denominational affiliation and theological thought and practice. 
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. BST Location and Facilities 

The BST campus is located on the south side of the University of California 
campus in Berkeley, California. BST campus buildings house faculty and 
administrative offices, several classrooms, a student lounge and study area, a 
chapel, and student/faculty apartments. Across the University campus to the 
North (a twenty–minute walk) are located the GTU library and administrative 
offices, as well as campus buildings of several other GTU–related seminaries. 
The BST campus is handicapped-accessible. 

. Campus Visit 

Applicants are strongly urged to arrange for a personal interview on campus. 
The selection of an educational institution is an important decision. A personal 
interview and tour of the campus is by far the best way for a prospective 
student both to evaluate BST and to demonstrate to the seminary his or her 
serious interest in the school. This visit can be scheduled with an email, 
telephone call, or letter to the Office of Admissions. 
Email: admissions@BST.edu; Telephone: 510.841.1905 x 248 

BST Office of Admissions 2606 Dwight Way Berkeley, CA 94704 USA 

. The Graduate Theological Union (GTU) 

The GTU is an educational consortium, established for a two–fold purpose: to 
offer programs of study leading to graduate degrees in theology and to function 
as an instrument of collaboration and cooperation among its member schools, 
centers, affiliates, and institutes. Presently the GTU is comprised of four 
Protestant, two Roman Catholic seminaries, one Buddhist Institute and more 
than ten centers, affiliates, and programs. BST is a founding member of the GTU 
and has been a fully participating school since the GTU was formed in 1962. 
BST shares resources, including a common registrar and library, with the GTU 
consortium.
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. The BST—GTU Connection 

BST, like each seminary within the GTU, admits its own students, designs its 
own professional programs, and grants its own professional degrees. All 
cooperative programs within the consortium are developed and carried out 
through the Union. Through this cooperative arrangement, a BST student is 
eligible to register in virtually all courses offered by the participating 
seminaries, centers, institutes, and affiliates. The faculties of the various 
member schools constitute the faculty of the Graduate Theological Union 
consortium. 

The GTU consortium offers PhD and MA programs as a collective. Persons 
interested in these programs should write to the Admissions Office of the GTU, 2400 
Ridge Road, Berkeley, CA 94709, (510) 649-2400 or go online to www.gtu.edu. 

. The BST—University of California Connection 

The physical proximity of the University of California gives the students easy 
access to the UC resources available on an open exchange basis to students and 
faculty of the GTU consortium. In addition to the considerable variety of cultural 
events offered week by week through this distinguished university, 
complimentary library privileges are extended to students at BST and the other 
members of the consortium. In addition, with certain restrictions, degree 
students may cross–register into courses in the Graduate Division and in the 
College of Letters and Sciences of UC Berkeley. Such courses, while they appear 
on the BST transcript with the regular UC denotation, do not automatically 
fulfill unit requirements for BST degrees. Interested students are encouraged to 
work closely with their academic advisors to ensure course selections that both 
meet program goals and strengthen their educational experience. Inquire at the 
BST Registrar’s Office for authorization and procedural details since pre- 
registration is required.
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V. LIBRARY RESOURCES

The GTU has a common library which serves the needs of students and faculty of 
all participating schools, centers, institutes, and affiliates. The Flora Lamson 
Hewlett Library has absorbed and organized the library resources of its 
participating member schools and now provides members of the GTU 
community ready access to more than 700,000 holdings in theology and 
religion, including 450,000 volumes, more than 1200 periodical subscriptions, 
and 292,000 microforms, audio visual materials, and a growing number of 
online resources. It is one of the largest and most diverse theological collections 
in the United States. 

The Flora Lamson Hewlett Library, acclaimed for its architectural design, 
provides a light and pleasant study space for students and faculty. Art shows and 
other exhibits add to the beauty of the space and to the contemplative 
environment. 

In addition to the resources of the Flora Lamson Hewlett Library, faculty and 
students of schools affiliated with the GTU are granted complimentary 
borrowing privileges at the libraries of the University of California. The UC 
library collection includes extensive holdings in theological and philosophical 
literature; and its four million books in addition to countless periodicals, 
documents, maps, recordings, newspapers, microfilms, and other materials 
make it the third largest academic library in the United States 

VI. BST DEGREE & CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

. Bachelors Equivalency Certificate 

. The Training in Christian Leadership Program (TCL) is a vocational 
training program that prepares students for church ministry, chaplaincies, or 
specialized ministries. The program is three-tiered, beginning with a six-course 
certificate in Community Leadership training (CCL) that builds toward a 20 
Course BA Equivalency Certificate (BCL), that builds toward an accredited 
Master’s Degree (MCL, MDiv, or MTS [completely online]).
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Choose the Tier that is Right for You 
Certificate in Community Training in Christian Accredited Master’s 
Leadership Leadership Certificate Degree 

6 courses (3 credits 
each) 

14 additional 
courses (3 credits 
each) 

24 additional 
courses for MDiv (3 
credits each) 

Complete in one 
year 

1.5 additional years 
of study 

16 additional 
courses for MCL (3 
credits each) 

12 additional 
courses for MTS (3 
credits each) 

1.5 to 3 additional 
years of study 

Course Curriculum

Leadership Intro to 
Psychology 

Theology Leading 
Social 
Justice 

Administratio
n 

Pastoral 
Care- 
Counseling 

Social Ethics American 
History 

Preaching/ 
Public 
Speaking 

Academic/ 
Professional 
Writing 

Church & 
Culture 

History of 
Religion 

Religion & 
Society 

Old 
Testamnt 

Public & 

Ecclesial 
Liturgies 

Anthropology 

/ sociology 

Philosophy & 
the Sciences 

New 
Testamnt 

Contemp-
orary 
Pedagogies 

Spiritual/ 
Personal 
Formation 

Course Schedules are geared toward the working student: nights, weekends, and 
intensives or daytime cohorts. 
Berkeley School of Theology is a Christ-centered school that trains students in 
leadership for church and community in the 21st century that are: 

• Prepared to lead in a multicultural and multiracial world
• Rooted in social justice heritage and tradition
• Equipped for ecumenical and inter-faith partnership
• Informed socially, theologically and biblically
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• Skilled in the practice for personal, ecclesial, and social transformation
• Committed to the justice demands of the Gospel
• 

All course work recognized or accredited by 
the Association of Theological Schools (ATS)

. El Programa de Entrenamiento en Liderazgo Cristiano (ELC) es un 
programa de capacitación vocacional que prepara a los estudiantes para el 
ministerio de la iglesia, capellanías o ministerios especializados. El programa 
tiene tres niveles, comenzando con un certificado de seis cursos en capacitación 
de Liderazgo Comunitario (CCL) que se desarrolla hacia un Certificado de 
equivalencia BA (BCL) de 20 Cursos, que se desarrolla hacia una Maestría 
acreditada (MCL, MDiv o MTS [completamente en línea]).

Elija el nivel que más le convenga 
Certificado en Estudios Certificado de Titulo acreditado de 
Ministeriales Equivalencia de Maestria 

Licenciatura 

6 cursos (3 créditos) 14 cursos 
adicionales 
(3 créditos) 

24 cursos 

adicionales para 
MDiv (3 créditos) 

Completar en un año 1.5 años adicionales 
de studio 

16 cursos 
adicionales para 
MCL 
(3 créditos) 

12 cursos 
adicionales para 
MTS 

1.5 to 3 años 
adicionales de 
studio 

Plan de estudios

Antiguo 
Testamento 

Caridad 
Pastoral 

Teología y 
Ciencia 

Historia de 
Religión 

Nuevo 
Testamento 

Liderazgo Predicación 
& Alabanza 

Antropología/ 
Sociología 

Teología Etica Social Educación 
Cristiana 

Formación 
Espiritual 

Predicación/ 
Alabanza 

Iglesia y 
Cultura 

Politica 
Sectario 

Historía 
Americana 
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Administraci 
ón de iglesía 

Escribir para 
el studio 
teológico 

Ministerios 
en Justicia 
Social 

Introducción 
a la 
Psicología 

Horarios orientados al alumno trabajador: noches, fines de semana, 
intensivos, o cohortes de día.

The Berkeley School of Theology es un seminario centrado en Cristo que capacita a 
mujeres y hombres en el liderazgo de la iglesia en el siglo XXI 

• Preparado para ministrar en un mundo multicultural y multirracial

• Establecido en la herencia y la tradición evangélica
• Equipado para la asociación ecuménica en el ministerio
• Informado teológica y bíblicamente
• Preparado en la práctica del ministerio para la transformación personal,

eclesial y social
• Comprometido a las exigencias de justicia del Evangelio

Todos los cursos son reconocidos o acreditados por la Asociación de 

Escuelas Teológicas (ATS)

. Master of Divinity (MDiv) 

Definition 

The Master of Divinity (MDiv) is the basic professional degree program 
designed to help prepare leaders for church ministry, chaplaincies or other 
specialized ministries. It meets the ordination requirements of numerous 
denominations including the American Baptist Churches USA and the 
Progressive National Baptists. It also provides an appropriate background for 
further graduate study in theology and religion. 

The MDiv program is designed for persons who have completed an accredited 
undergraduate Bachelor of Arts or Science degree. At least three years of full– 
time course enrollment, for a total of 72 semester units, is required to complete 
the degree. The full–time course load is a minimum of 9 to 12 units (normally 
three to four semester long courses). Students may enroll on a part–time basis, 
thereby extending the length of time for completion of the degree to a maximum 
of six years.
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Requirements 
▶ 72 Units
▶ Core Introductory Courses (54 units)

▶ Bible Old Testament
▶ Bible New Testament
▶ Theology
▶ Constructive Theology
▶ History
▶ Homiletics & Worship
▶ Ethics

▶ Writing/Technology
▶ Inter-cultural Leadership
▶ Pastoral Care
▶ Leadership
▶ Using Biblical Languages
▶ Capstone Project
▶ Internship (6 units)

▶ Electives (18 units)

▶ Emphasis = 12 units in one of the four tracks

. Masters in Community Leadership (MCL) 

Definition 

The Masters in Community Leadership (MCL) is an interdisciplinary program 
that integrates theory and practice, equipping graduates to navigate and 
address complex social issues through effective communication, intercultural 
competency, and ethical decision-making. Graduates of the MCL program will 
be well-prepared to lead with a strong ethical compassionate compass, 
championing justice and equity. They will be equipped to inspire positive 
social change and foster resilient, inclusive communities. 

The MCL program is designed for people who have completed an accredited 
undergraduate Bachelor of Arts or Science degree or its equivalent. At least two 
years of full-time course enrollment, for a total of 48 semester units, is required 
to complete the degree. The full-time course load is a minimum of 9 or 12 units 
per semester. 

Students may enroll on a part-time basis, thereby extending the length of time
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for completion of the degree to a maximum of four years. 

Requirements 

▶ 48 units
▶ Core Courses (24 units)

▶ Effective Communications
▶ Introduction Old Testament or New Testament
▶ Intercultural Leadership
▶ How to Lead Most Anything

▶ Organizational Stewardship

▶ Faith & Society: Exploring Ethical Complexity
▶ Internship (6 units)

▶ Electives (24 units)
▶ Emphasis = 12 units in one of the four tracks

. Masters in Theological Studies (MTS) 

Definition 

The Master of Theological Studies (MTS) is an 100% online program for 
graduate students seeking to dive deeply into theological reflection on the 
academic emphasis of their choosing as they prepare for a type of specialized 
ministry, community work or for further education. The MTS is typically 
completed within a minimum of 18-24 months. Students may enroll on a part- 
time basis, thereby extending the length of time for completion of the degree to a 
maximum of four years. 

Requirements 

▶ 36 Units
▶ Core Course (6 units)

▶ Navigating the Complexities I & II (6 units)
▶ Electives (36 units)

▶ Minimum 2 courses outside BST
▶ Minimum 5 courses inside BST
▶ 1 inter-religious course
▶ 1 capstone course
▶ Chosen emphasis: 12 units in one of the four tracks
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Maestria en Estudios Teologicos con enfasis en el Liderazgo Cristiano 
(Master’s in Theological Studies (MTS) in Spanish w/ emphasis in Leadership) 

Definición 

La Maestría en estudios teológicos y liderazgo cristiano es un programa de grado 
profesional básico diseñado para ayudar a preparar a hombres y mujeres para el 
servicio comunitario y eclesiástico en capacidades ordenadas y no ordenadas. 

MTS está diseñada para personas que hayan completado una licenciatura 
acreditada (BA) o equivalente. Se requieren al menos tres años de 
inscripción para obtener el título, con un total de 36 créditos. El programa 
exige cursos de tiempo completo de un mínimo de 6 créditos (normalmente 
dos cursos por semestre).

Acreditación 

MTS de Berkeley School of Theology es una carrera de teología acreditada por la 
ATS (Association of Theological Schools) de Estados Unidos. https://www.ats.edu 

Plan de estudios 

Diez materias obligatorias (30 créditos) 

➢ Ensayos teológicos – 3 créditos
➢ Perspectivas del nuevo testamento – 3 créditos
➢ Voces del antiguo testamento – 3 créditos
➢ Introducción al liderazgo cristiano – 3 créditos
➢ Teología y ética global – 3 créditos
➢ Historia del cristianismo – 3 créditos
➢ Liderazgo Intercultural – 3 créditos
➢ Predicación – 3 créditos
➢ Cuidado Congregacional – 3 créditos
➢ Teología Constructiva – 3

Dos materias electivas de 6 créditos (3 créditos por materia) que se pueden 
tomar durante el semestre como materias regulares o reemplazar por dos
cursos intensivos de verano. Total – 36 créditos
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. Concurrent MDiv/MTS or MCL Degrees 

Students may also opt to do the MDiv and the MTS, or MCL degrees 
concurrently. Students who select this option are allowed to share one year of 
full-time course work (24 units) in common between two degrees for a total of 
96 units for the MDiv/MCL; or share 18 units for a total of 90 units for the 
MDiv/MTS degrees. This is the equivalent to at least four years of full-time 
course work (24 to 27 units per year), or a student may enroll on a part-time 
basis, thereby extending the length of time for completion of the concurrent 
degrees for a maximum of seven years. The particulars for this option must be 
worked out with the student’s faculty advisor. 

. Doctor of Ministry Degree (DMin) 

Definition 

BST’s newly revised Competency Based Doctor of Ministry (DMin) program 
puts the student in the driver’s seat. Doctoral students, working within a 
cohort led by expert faculty mentors, will customize their programs to gain 
credit for life experience while developing a variety of pedagogical methods to 
achieve mastery of core required competencies. Through BST’s DMin program 
students will have access to the rich academic resources of the Graduate 
Theological Union and UC Berkeley. 

Requirements 

The program requirements consist of the equivalence of two years of course 
work (eight 3-unit courses) plus the completion of a praxis-oriented project 
and dissertation. The course and dissertation requirements are outlined below. 

▶ 30 Units
▶ Core Courses (9 units)

▶ Becoming Culturally Responsive: Parts I & II
▶ Research Methods

▶ Electives (15 units)
▶ Cohort and Competency based

▶ Project Implementation & Thesis Writing (6 units)

Students are normally introduced to the DMin program through an initial core 
intensive: Becoming Culturally Responsive: Part I. Over the next two years the 

20



student will be required to attend two additional intensives: Research Methods 
and Becoming Culturally Responsive: Part II . The full-time student should 
normally plan to meet with their mentor-led cohort groups throughout the 
three-year program to complete their advanced level competencies and to 
create, implement and write up their dissertation project. 

The DMin typically requires no less than three years or more than six years for 
completion. As of summer 2015 Doctor of Ministry students have become 
eligible for financial aid. 

VII. ACADEMIC INFORMATION

. Policies and Procedures 

Printed information is available on the BST webpage and in the Registrar’s 
Office regarding such matters as standards of satisfactory academic progress 
and course grading, substitution of core course requirements, grievance 
procedures, etc. This information is published in the BST Admissions, 
Registration and Academic Life Policies and Procedures Handbook, which is 
available online at www.BST.edu, or by requesting a copy from the Registrar. 

Berkeley School of Theology informs students of the Family Educational Rights 
and Privacy Act of 1974, as amended. This Act, with which the institution 
intends to comply fully, was designed to protect the privacy of education 
records, to establish the right of students to inspect and review their education 
records, and to provide guidelines for the correction of inaccurate or misleading 
data through informal and formal hearings. Students also have the right to file 
complaints with the Family Policy Compliance Office concerning alleged failures 
by the institution to comply with the Act. Local policy explains in detail the 
procedures to be used by the institution for compliance with the provisions of 
the Act. Copies of the policy can be found in the BST Admissions, Registration, 
and Academic Life Policies and Procedures Handbook. 

. Faculty Advisors 

Each student enrolled in a degree program is assigned a faculty advisor. Faculty 
advisors assist students in making their way through the curricular 
requirements, in selecting courses that best fit students’ needs and interests, 
and in clarifying academic policies and procedures. Regularly scheduled 
appointments are made by students with faculty advisors at designated times 
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during orientation week just preceding the start of the fall semester, and again 
near the end of fall semester. Students are required to consult with their faculty 
advisor each semester before registering for courses. Other appointments, at 
mutually agreed upon times, may take place throughout the academic year. 

VIII. ADMISSIONS

While BST has a formal relationship with the American Baptist Churches USA, 
the seminary encourages applicants from other Christian denominations and 
traditions. It is the policy of BST not to discriminate on the basis of sex, age, 
race, color, physical disability, sexual orientation, and/or national and ethnic 
origin in its educational programs, student activities, employment or admission 
policies, in the administration of its grant and loan programs, or in any other 
school-administered programs. This policy complies with requirements of the 
Internal Revenue Service Procedure 321-1, Title VI of the Civil Rights Act, and 
Title IX of the 1972 Educational Amendments as amended and enforced by the 
Department of Health & Human Services. 

For application materials, please email, call, or write to the BST Admissions 
Office: 
Email: admissions@BST.edu; Telephone: 510.841.1905 x 248 

BST Admissions Office 
2606 Dwight Way Berkeley, CA 94704 USA 

. BA Equivalency Admissions Process 

Admissions Requirements 

The application process for the BA Equivalency in English or Spanish includes 
submission of: 
1. Completed application form
2. 500 word auto-biographical description of educational and career goals
3. Reference from the applicant’s pastor Application Deadlines

Completed applications will be considered at any time prior to four weeks 
before the start of a semester. MDiv/MCL/MTS Admissions Process 
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. Master of Divinity & Masters in Community Leadership 

Admissions Requirements 

MDiv, MCL, MTS applicants should possess an accredited BA or BS degree. 
Students in other academic circumstances should contact the Admissions Office 
to learn whether exceptions can be made. 

The application process for the MDiv, MCL & MTS degree programs includes the 
submission of: 
1. Completed application form
2. Non–refundable $40 application fee
3. Autobiographical statement (questions are provided in application form)

4. References from two college professors*

5. Reference from pastor
6. Official transcripts of all academic work beyond high school

International Students additionally submit: 
7. I-20 Request Form & Certificate of Finances

* Applicants who have been out of college or graduate school for over five years
may instead request references from two business or professional persons.

Background Check Policy 

BST partners with churches and local agencies to provide a thorough 
educational setting that is both theoretical and practical. For the sake of 
ourmission and the larger mission of the Church, BST is committed to 
strengthening congregations and agencies in becoming safe places and being a 
safe place itself for all students, staff, faculty, and associated individuals. In 
order to best fulfill these commitments, each applicant shall be required to 
submit a signed release form authorizing BST and any third party selected by 
BST to perform a background check. Admittance to a degree program will be 
conditional until such background check is completed and cleared. 

Application Deadlines 

Completed applications will be considered at any time prior to four weeks 
before the start of a semester. 
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 Please note that if you are applying for financial aid, the priority deadline 
 is December 8th, 2025, for spring semester 2026 and July 13th, 2026, for fall 
 semester 2026. Any requests made after these dates will be considered based on 
 availability.

Applications are valid for 2 years before enrollment. All documents submitted 
become the property of BST and are subject to the rules of confidentiality and 
privacy outlined in the Buckley amendment passed by the U.S. Congress in 1987. 

. Masters in Theological Studies Admissions Process 

The Admissions Process for the MTS degree is similar to that of the MDiv and 
MCL degrees (described above) with the exception that it does not require a 
background check. 

. Doctor of Ministry Admissions Process 

Admissions Requirements 

DMin applicants should possess an earned accredited Master degree or 
equivalent. Exceptions may be made for students in other academic 
circumstances, which will be determined during the admissions process. 

DMin applicants must submit a completed application as follows: 

1. Completed application form
2. Non–refundable $40 application fee
3. Autobiographical statement (questions are provided in application form)
4. Two academic references*
5. One ordained church official reference (pastor, denominational leader, etc.)
6. Official transcripts of all academic work beyond high school
7. Submit a Resume / CV showing all related church work you have completed

International Students additionally submit: 

8. I-20 Request Form & Certification of Finances

9. Affidavit of Support

Applicants need to submit an Affidavit of Support so the school can issue the I- 
20 form to them. This form acts as proof that you are financially capable of 
managing your stay in the United States. The Affidavit of Support is completed 
by the student’s sponsor, which must be a US citizen, showing sponsorship for 
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the Visa applicant. The completed Affidavit of Support demonstrates that the 
sponsor has enough income or source of money and is willing to support the 
applicant while he/she is staying in the US. 

10. Application fee of $80.00

* Applicants who have been out of the college or graduate school for over five
years may instead request references from two business or professional
persons.

Application Priority Deadlines 

Fall Cohort: July 14, 2025 
Spring Cohort: December, 2025 

Prospective students are encouraged to submit their applications by the priority 
deadlines listed above in order to receive consideration for institutional grants. 
Though applications received after the priority deadline will be considered for 
admission, financial aid offerings may be limited after the priority deadline. 
Applications are valid for 1 to 2 years before enrollment. All documents 
submitted become the property of BST and are subject to the rules of 
confidentiality and privacy outlined in the Buckley amendment passed by the 
U.S. Congress in l987. 

. State Authorizations 

State authorization is a regulation of the Department of Education that requires 
institutions offering online or distance learning programs to be authorized by 
each state in which the institution enrolls students (if such authorization is 
required by the state). 

The Berkeley School of Theology is in a continuous process to comply with 
regulations pursuant to state authorization, including applying for and 
maintaining approval or exemption status for our online offerings in other 
states. While BST would like to make our online programs available to all 
students across the country, some states have enacted regulations that make it 
prohibitive for us to do so. 

Notice to Students Who Relocate 

If, while enrolled in an online program with the Berkeley School of Theology, 
you relocate to a state in which we are not in compliance, you may lose 
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eligibility to remain enrolled in your course of study. 

Please speak with your program coordinator if you anticipate relocating while 
you are completing your degree. Prospective students who have not yet 
enrolled should consider this regulation prior to applying, especially if there is a 
possibility of relocating to a restricted state prior to program completion 

States with which BST is working: 
Below is the list of states in which BST may enroll online students: 

Alabama 
Colorado 
Connecticut* 
Delaware 
Florida 
Georgia* 
Idaho 
Illinois 
Indiana 
Louisiana 
Maryland 
Massachusetts 
Missouri 
New Mexico 
North Carolina* 
Texas* 
Wisconsin 
New Jersey 
Ohio 
Pennsylvania 
South Carolina 
Tennessee 
Utah 
Washington 

. States with which BST is NOT working 
Below is the list of states in which BST may not enroll online students: 
Connecticut 
Kansas 
New York 
Michigan 
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Puerto Rico 
Virginia 

Interested prospective students from other states should check with the 
Director of Admissions prior to applying. States listed with an * have 
supplied additional information that can be found in the Appendix of this 
catalogue. 

. Transfer Students 

Students from accredited theological schools who wish to become candidates 
for the MDiv, MCL or MTS degrees with advanced standing must meet the 
regular admission requirements. No grade less than B– may be transferred for 
credit. To receive an MDiv or MCL degree, a minimum of 24 units of work must 
be completed at BST. To receive an MTS degree a minimum of 18 units of work 
must be completed at BST. 

. Unclassified Students 

a. Persons whose application for admission to an BST degree program is
pending, having not been completed prior to the deadline for a semester’s
registration.

b. Persons not enrolled in an BST degree program who are taking courses
for audit or for credit under special circumstances, such as continuing
education (non-CEU) or enrollment in a degree program from another
school outside of GTU.

. Continuing Education Units (CEUs) 
The dean and faculty of BST determine which classes will be offered for CEU 
credit each year and the amount of credit to be given. Special rules apply. 
Contact the Registrar. 

. International Students 

Applications from citizens of other countries are encouraged; however, 
prospective international students should be aware that extremely limited 
opportunities for employment and financial assistance are available to them 
and should thus arrange for financial support from their denominations or 
others in their home country and in the USA. 
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International students seeking admission must submit all necessary materials 
for the school to issue an I-20 form. This includes a Certification of Finances 
form, other pertinent financial information, and dependent information (if 
applicable). After receiving an I-20 form, students are responsible for obtaining 
their own student visas to enter the United States and for compliance with all 
pertinent requirements of the US Immigration and Naturalization Service. 

. Students Eligible for VA Benefits 

The BST Registrar is the certifying official for Veterans Benefits. Students with 
previous graduate level coursework/training in the program to be pursued will 
be evaluated upon enrollment and given appropriate credit. Evaluation will be 
based upon review of official academic transcripts. Credit allowed will be 
recorded in enrollment records, and the length of the program shortened 
proportionately. In addition, the student and the Department of Veterans 
Affairs shall be notified. (Note: all prior graduate level coursework and training 
not used to satisfy another degree will be evaluated.) Upon completion of the 
course of study a degree will be conferred. Students must maintain satisfactory 
academic progress as described in the Admissions, Registration, and Academic 
Life Policies and Procedures Handbook. 

IX. HOUSING

BST has campus housing in the form of 1, 2, and 3-bedroom apartments. 
Apartments are located on campus within walking distance of the local 
shopping district, University of California, GTU schools, and public transit. BST 
housing units are managed by an independent company; students who wish to 
live in housing must contact the management company directly. BST students 
can also inquire about student housing at sister GTU schools. All contact 
persons are listed on our website at http://BST.edu/section/view/housing. 
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X. TUITION AND FEES (2025-2026)

. Master of Divinity (MDIV), Masters in Community Leadership 
(MCL) & Masters in Theological Studies (MTS).

Tuition is set annually by the Board of Trustees of the Berkeley School of 
Theology. While the trustees are committed to keeping tuition affordable, 
students should anticipate annual increases in tuition and fees. 

The following  tuition and fee schedule applies to the 2025-2026 academic year. Master 
of Divinity/Masters in Community Leadership/Masters in Theological Studies 

• Tuition for full time MDiv/MCL/MTS students is $20,448 (based on 24 units
for the academic year)

• Cost per unit is $852.00 

Fees (in addition to tuition) 

Student Fees Per Semester

Student
Association Fee

Included in tuition

Education Fees Included in tuition

Application Fee $40 – Domestic—paid once during 
admissions process
$80 – International—paid once during 
admissions process

Graduation Fee $200 – paid in last semester

. BST Doctor of Ministry 

• DMin degree is a total of thirty (30) units 

• For the 2025-2026 academic year, 4 three (3) unit DMin courses is $8,364.
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Cost per unit is $697.

DMin Fees (in addition to tuition)

Category Fee

Education Fee Included in tuition

Continuing Fee $750 – per semester
(after 30 units)

Graduation Fee $200 – Paid in last semester

Dissertation See
Binding Fee http://gtu.edu/library/students/thesis- 

dissertation-approval – paid after 
successful dissertation defense (minimum 
three copies)

Auditor Fee/Continuing Education Units (CEUs) 

Category Fee

Cost per course $ 

unit

1.5 Unit Course $120

3.0 Unit Course $240

  Other Financial Considerations

All bills are due and payable at the time of enrollment. All financial obligations must 
be met or arranged prior to enrollment in the next semester. Grades are issued, 
degrees conferred, and transcripts issued only after all accounts are settled. BST 
accepts e-check, check, money orders, and credit card payments. Master’s degree 
students must enroll in at least six units per semester to be eligible for financial aid. 
Doctor of Ministry students must enroll in at least 3 units per semester in order 
to be eligible for financial aid. 
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X. HEALTH INSURANCE

If you are enrolled for nine (9) or more credits in any semester, you must provide 
proof of health insurance. 

XI. FINANCIAL AID
Berkeley School of Theology is committed to providing theological education to 
all students at the most reasonable cost possible. Sources of financial assistance 
to students include BST tuition scholarships, denominational grants, Graduate 
Plus Student Loans, and on-campus work study jobs. BST also participates in 
the VA Yellow Ribbon Program. Domestic Students who want to apply for 
financial aid must complete the FASFA (Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid). The FASFA form may be submitted online by going to www.fafsa.ed.gov. 
BST school code is G01120. 

. Fall and Spring Terms Applications: 

To be eligible for financial aid students must be enrolled at least half-time, be in 
good standing and maintain a GPA of 2.5 or higher (Master’s level) or 3.0 or 
higher (Doctoral level). Students placed on probation will be denied 
Federal Student Loans until the probation has been removed. Students should 
refer to the Berkeley School of Theology Financial Aid Handbook for additional 
information regarding Financial Aid policies. 

. Summer Financial Aid 

An application for summer aid does not constitute an application for financial 
aid for the academic year starting in September. To apply for financial aid for 
fall (September - December), you must complete the appropriate Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) at www.studentaid.gov and for 
International Students the International Student Financial Aid Application 
should be completed and sent to the BST Financial Aid Office.

For eligibility for BST Summer aid, the following conditions apply:

The student must be enrolled in the MDiv, MCL, MTS, or DMin programs.  

For Federal Direct Loans, you must be enrolled at least half-time (6.0 credits for 
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BST MDiv, MCL and MTS degree student, and 3.0 credits for the DMin students, 
over the course of the summer session and you must complete a Summer Aid 
Application. 

For BST Scholarship Aid you must be enrolled in at least one BST Summer 
Session course. There is no minimum enrollment requirement for summer 
scholarship aid eligibility. 

. Satisfactory Academic Progress 

Students must be in good standing and maintain a GPA of 2.5 (masters) and 3.0 
(doctoral) to receive financial assistance. Students who are placed on probation 
will be denied Government Guaranteed Student Loans until the probation has 
been removed. Students should refer to the Berkeley School of Theology 
Admissions, Registration, and Academic Life Policies and Procedures Handbook 
for additional information regarding Financial Aid policies.

. BST Scholarships/Grants 

Based on demonstrable financial need, MDIV & MCL degree students are 
eligible to receive up to 40% of their tuition as financial aid when taking six (6) 
or more units per semester. MTS students are eligible to receive up to 25% of their tuition as 
financial aid when taking six (6) or more units per semester and Doctor of Ministry (DMIN) 
degree students are eligible to receive up to 25% of their tuition as financial aid 
when taking three (3) or more units per semester. Students are required to 
apply for Financial Aid through the BST Financial Aid Office. Courses taken by 
auditors and Unclassified students do not qualify for financial aid. 

. Seminarian Support Program 

In addition to tuition aid grants, by working through the American Baptist 
Home Missions Societies in Valley Forge, PA, American Baptist students who 
have been members of an American Baptist church for a minimum of one year 
have the opportunity to make their own requests for direct scholarship aid 
from any member congregation or ABC organization. 

The American Baptist Home Mission Societies can match funds raised by 
students on a dollar for dollar basis up to $1000 per student per year (which 
would provide a potential total of $2,000 per student in addition to the usual 
BST tuition grant). The exact amount can vary from year to year, based on the 
number of students who apply for SSP monies. Continuing ABC students who 
carry 9 to 12 units for the MDiv degree are eligible for these matching funds. 
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New students beginning the MDiv program have an August 1 deadline for fall 
semester and a January 1 deadline for spring semester. Payments are sent 
directly to the seminaries to be credited to each student’s account. 

. VA Yellow Ribbon Program 

The Berkeley School of Theology will participate in the VA Yellow Ribbon 
Program during the 2025-2026 Academic Year. The seminary has agreed to 
provide a tuition scholarship for 3 qualifying veterans during the 2025-2026 
Academic Year. 

Students will be considered to receive the Yellow Ribbon Award on a first come 
first served basis. Students who are eligible for the Yellow Ribbon program must 
submit a copy of their Certificate of Eligibility (COE) to the Office of the Vice 
President of Advancement. The priority deadline is August 1. Students will 
receive notification from the Berkeley School of Theology if they are selected to 
receive the Yellow Ribbon Award. 

. Federal Direct Loans 

If financial obligations exceed tuition aid, scholarships, or other resources, 
students may request Federal student loans by completing the appropriate forms 
from the BST Admissions Office. All financial aid records are kept confidential. 

BST participates in the William D. Ford Federal Direct Loan Program, which 
includes two loan options for graduate students:

Direct Unsubsidized Loan (Stafford) 

Graduate students may borrow up to $20,500 per academic year, regardless of 
financial need.

• The lifetime borrowing limit is $138,500, including loans from
undergraduate study.

• The interest rate for loans disbursed between July 1, 2025, and June 30,
2026, will be published at studentaid.gov.

• Interest begins accruing when funds are disbursed and may be paid as it
accrues or capitalized at repayment.

• Repayment begins 6 months after graduation, withdrawal, or enrollment
below half-time.
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• A federal origination fee (approximately 1%) is deducted from each
disbursement.

Federal Direct Graduate PLUS Loan 

Note: New Graduate PLUS Loan applications will no longer be accepted after July 1, 
2025, due to federal policy changes.

Graduate PLUS Loans are credit-based federal loans for students who have 
exhausted their Unsubsidized Loan eligibility. 

• A credit check is required (based on adverse credit history, not income)

• The interest rate and origination fee (approximately 4%) are published
annually at studentaid.gov.

• Students must first be evaluated for Unsubsidized Loan eligibility before
applying.

Repayment Plans 

The Direct Loan Program offers multiple repayment options, ranging from 10 to 
25 years, including income-driven plans. Borrowers will receive full details 
during required entrance and exit counseling

. General Information

Student Accounts and Financial Responsibility 

Tuition and fees are due at registration. Payment plans may be arranged with 
approval from the Chief Financial Officer. All financial obligations must be met 
or arranged before enrolling in the next semester. 

Unpaid balances may be sent to collections after six months of non-payment. 
Grades, transcripts, and degrees are released only when accounts are settled. 

BST affirms that students called to ministry must commit their time, talents, 
and financial resources. Covering the cost of seminary often requires a 
combination of personal savings, employment, family support, church or 
community scholarships, and other resources. 
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XII. FACULTY, ADMINISTRATION AND STAFF

Core Faculty 

James E. Brenneman—B.A., Goshen College; M.Div., Fuller Theological 
Seminary; M.A., Claremont Graduate University; Ph.D., Claremont Graduate 
University—President and Professor of Biblical Studies. 

Diandra Erickson—B.A., University of Puget Sound; M.A., Graduate Theological 
Union; Ph.D., Graduate Theological Union—Consortium Associate Dean of 
Teaching, Learning, and Assessment and Lecturer in Course Design and 
Pedagogy.Joseph Evans—B.A., West Virginia Institute of Technology; M.Div.; 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary; Ph.D., Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary—J. Alfred Smith, Sr. Professor of Theology in the Public Square and 
Director of the Center for Truth, Racial Healing & Restorative Justice. 

LeAnn Snow Flesher--B.A., University of Minnesota; M.Div., Bethel Theological 
Seminary; M.Phil., Ph.D., Drew University--Professor of Biblical Interpretation, 
Vice President of Academics and Dean of the Faculty. 

Hanna Kang—B.A., Argentina Universidad del Salvador; M.Div., Presbyterian 
University & Theological Seminary in Korea; Th.M., Princeton Theological 
Seminary; M.A., University of Bonn; Ph.D., Graduate Theological Union— 
Assistant Professor of Practical Theology. 

A Brian Leander—B.S., Dowling College; M.A., Gonzaga University; Ph.D., 
Eastern University—Associate Professor and Director of Inter-cultural 
Leadership. 

Valerie Miles-Tribble—B.S., Hampton University; MPH, University California 
Berkeley; M.Div., Berkeley School of Theology; D.Min., San Francisco Theological 
Seminary; Ph.D., Walden University School of Management, Leadership, and 
Organizational Change—Professor of Ministerial Leadership and Practical 
Theology 

Sangyil (Sam) Park—B.Th., M.Th., Methodist Theological Seminary in Korea; 
M.Div., Drew University; Ph.D., Graduate Theological Union—Professor of
Preaching and Director of the D. Min. Program
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Eric Sias—B.A., University of Texas, Austin; M.A., Yale Divinity School; Ph.D. 
Graduate Theological Union—Associate Professor of Biblical Studies and 
Director of Latine Programs. 

Laura Jean Torgerson—B.A., Stanford University; M.Div., University of Chicago; 
Ph.D. Graduate Theological Union—Associate Professor of New Testament. 

Affiliate Faculty 

Ambrose Carroll —B.A., Florida Memorial College; M.Div., Morehouse School 
ofReligion; M.B.A., Golden Gate University; D.Min., United Theological Seminary-- 
Ecological Studies 

Liliana Da Valle-M.Div., Northern Baptist Theological Seminary; D.Min., Andover 
Newton Theological School; DBA, Candidate, Walden University--Ministerial 
Leadership 

Horacio R. Da Valle—M.Div., Northern Baptist Theological Seminary; D. Min., 
Andover Newton Theological School; Th.D., Graduate Theological Union— 
Theology and Ethics 

James Grandison III—B.S., University California, Davis; M.T.S., Boston 
University; Th.M., Boston University; Ph.D. Candidate, University of Konstanz-- 
Theology and Ethics 

Brenda Guess—B.A., University of San Francisco; MA, Graduate Theological 
Union; EdD, Nova Southeastern University—Chancellor, LIAT 

Morris G. Henderson—B.S., Jackson State University; M.A., Virginia Union 
School of Theology; D.Min., Howard University—Eco Justice Theology & African 
Spirituality. 

Byung-June Hwang—B.A., Methodist Theological University; M.Div., Wesley 
Theological Seminary; Th.M., Candler School of Theology, Emory University; 
Ph.D., Vanderbilt University—Practical Theology 

Fontella White Irons—B.A., Central Michigan University; M.A., Syracuse 
University; Ph.D., Claremont Graduate University—New Testament 

Youngil Kim—B.Th., Methodist Theological Seminary, Seoul; M.Div., The 
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Graduate Seminary at Philips University; D.Min., Drew University; Ph.D., 
Graduate School at Loyola University of Chicago—Ethics and Society 

Jeff Kunkel - B.A., University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee; M.Div., Garrett- 
Evangelical Theological Seminary; widely published writer, literary website: 
JeffKunkel.org—Theological Writing 

Michael Ray Mathews—B.A., University of Southern California; M.Div., Berkeley 
School of Theology—Public Theology 

César Melgar – B.A., DeVry Institute of Technology; M.A., Northern Theological 
Seminary; M.A., Wheaton College; Ph.D., Graduate Theological Union –Biblical 
Studies 

Randle Richard Mixon, B.A., Columbia College, NYC; MDiv, Berkeley School of 
Theology; MS, California State University, Hayward; PhD, Graduate Theological 
Union—Pastoral Care 

Pedro Pablo Morataya — B.A., Instituto Nacional por Madurez, Guatemala; 
M.Div., D.Min., San Francisco Theological Seminary--Practical Theology

Hyung Na—B.A., MDiv, PhD 

Marie Onwubuariri — B.A., Suny at Binghamton; M.Div., American Baptist 
Seminary of the West; D.Min., American Baptist Seminary of the West-- 
Practical Theology and Intercultural Studies. 

Rogelio Ovalle—B.A., Bethany University; M.Div., American Baptist Seminary of 
the west; D.Min., San Francisco Theological Seminary. 

Michael Alfred Smith—B.A., San Francisco State Univ.; M.Div. & MCL, Berkeley 
School of Theology; DMin, Berkeley School of Theology—Eco Justice Theology. 

Jacqueline Thompson — B.A., University California Berkeley; M.Div., Howard 
University; D.Min., Fuller Theological Seminary -- Public Theology and Preaching 

Margareth Valui — B.A., M.A., Delhi University; M.A., Northern Seminary; D.Min., 
Berkeley School of Theology -- Ministry and Technology 

Wung Valui — B.A., North East Hill University; M.A., Delhi University; M.Div., 
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Northern Seminary; D.Min., Ashland Theological Seminary -- Ministry and 
Technology 

Robert A. Wilkins—B.A., University of Southern California; M.Div., Fuller 
Theological Seminary; Certificate, Executive Program for Non-profit Leaders, 
Stanford Graduate School of Business; D.Min., Candidate, San Francisco 
Theological Seminary—Community Leadership and Practical Theology 

Aidsand Wright-Riggins – B.A., California State University at Fullerton; M.Div., 
American Baptist Seminary of the West; D.Min., Samuel DeWitt Proctor School of 
Theology at Virginia Union – Public Theology 

Daeseop (Daniel) Yi – B.A., Korea University, Seoul; M.Div., Presbyterian Univ & 
Theological Seminary, Seoul; M.A.T.S., San Francisco Theological Seminary; 
Ph.D., Graduate Theological Union – Spiritual Formation 

Faculty Emeriti 

Eldon G. Ernst--B.A., Linfield College; B.D., Colgate Rochester Divinity School; 
M.A., Ph.D., Yale University--Distinguished Senior Professor of American Church
History

Eduardo Font—B.A., California Baptist College; M.A., University of California at 
Riverside; M. Div., International Theological Baptist Seminary; Ph.D., University 
of California at Los Angeles 

Nancy Hall--B.A., San Diego State University; M.Div., Berkeley School of 
Theology; D.Min., San Francisco Theological Seminary--Associate Professor of 
Ministry and Director of Contextual Education 

Margaret McManus—B.A., Our Lady of the Lake College; M.A., Ph.D., 
Graduate Theological Union—Associate Professor of Historical and Theological 
Studies 

Keith Russell—B.A., Sioux Falls College; B.D., Colgate Rochester Divinity School; 
M.S.T., D.Min. New York Theological Seminary—President and Professor of
Pastoral Theology

J. Alfred Smith Sr. – B.S., Western Baptist College; B.D., M.Th., Missouri School
of Religion; M.Th., American Baptist Seminary of the West; D.Min., Golden Gate
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Theological Seminary – Distinguished Senior Professor of Preaching and 
Church Ministries 

Administration 

James E. Brenneman -- BA, MDiv, MA, PhD; President 
LeAnn Snow Flesher -- BA, MDiv, MPhil, PhD; VP Academics/Dean 
Angela Barker Jackson—BA, MDiv, DMin; VP of Institutional Advancement 
Yvonne Watson -- BA, MS, CPA; Vice President and CFO 

Staff 

Katrina Croswell, Registrar 
Derek Doughty, Student Success & Financial Aid Advisor 
Sam Fielder, Senior Administrative Officer, Office of the President 
Leo Pastrick Freels, Superintendent of Plant and Facilities 
Umoja Furaha, Maintenance Technician 
Melissa La Bouff, Assist. Dir. of Alumni and Donor Engagement 
Lauren Lisa Ng, Senior Program Officer 
Alouch Ojode, Student Office Worker 
Regina Pridgeon, Director of Business Administration 
Lia Rochill, International Student Chaplain / Dir., Admissions 

XIII. BOARD OF TRUSTEES 2025
Chair, Rev. Katie Choy-Wong, San Francisco, CA 
Rev. Dr. Dwight Webster, Oakland, CA, Vice Chair, 
Rev. Steve Bils, Portland, OR, Secretary 
Rev. Douglas Avilesbernal Kent, WA 
Rev. Dr. James E. Brenneman (President, BST) Berkeley, CA 
Rev. Nathan Brittsan, San Jose, CA 
Rev. Virgil Childs, Pittsburg, CA 
Mr. Stephen Corley, Napa, CA 
Rev. Dr. Joseph Evans, Berkeley, CA 
Ms. Karen Gillette, Missoula, MT 
Ms. Bisa Grant, Dublin CA 
Mr. Chris Hall, Denver, CO 
Ms. Virginia Holmstrom McMinnville, OR 
The Honorable Barbara Lee Oakland, CA 
Rev. Dr. Lone Lazum, Oakland, CA 
Rev. Dr. Roy Medley, Freehold, NJ 
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Dr. Laura Miraz, King of Prussia, PA  
Ms. Nicole Scandlyn, Woodside, CA  
Dr. Charlotte Tullos, Ellensburg, WA. 
Rev. Carren Woods, Portland, OR. 

Trustee Emeriti 
Dr. Charles Chicks, Los Altos, CA 
Rev. Dr. Everett Curry, McMinnville, OR 
Dr. Harold Davis, Oakland, CA 
Mr. Paul Fong, San Francisco, CA 

XIV. APPENDIX

State Authorization Details

Connecticut 
Prospective students from Connecticut should contact the CT Office of Higher 
Education: 

Emily Bjornberg – Senior Consultant, Academic Affairs 
Connecticut Office of Higher Education 
450 Columbus Blvd, Suite 707, Hartford, CT 06103 
860-947-1824 (office) Emily.Bjornberg@ct.gov

Georgia 

Complaint/Grievance Procedure Addendum: The Minimum Standards state 
that institutions must provide the following: 1) Notification of right to appeal 
final institutional decision (of your institutional grievance procedure] to 
GNPEC. And 20 GNPEC contact information including agency name, phone 
number, and website link for the complaint form must be provided. That 
information is as follows: Georgia Nonpublic Postsecondary Education 
Commission (GNPEC), 770-414-3300, and the link for the complaint form is 
here: https://gnpec.georgia.gov/student-resources/complaints-against- 
institution. 

North Carolina 

Exemption: Degree programs of study offered by Berkeley School of Theology 
have been declared exempt from the requirements for licensure, under 
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provisions of North Carolina General Statues Section (G.S.) 116-015 (d) for 
exemption from licensure with respect to religious education. Exemption from 
Licensure is not based upon assessment of programs quality under established 
licensing standards. 

Disclaimer: North Carolina students are unable to enroll in the Masters of 
Community Leadership Program or any degree program offered at Berkeley 
School of Theology that are not listed as “Theology, Divinity or Religious 
studies.” 

Complaint Policy: 
The State Authorization Unit of the University of North Carolina System Office 
serves as the official state entity to receive complaints concerning post- 
secondary institutions that are authorized to operate in North Carolina. If 
students are unable to resolve a complaint through the institution’s grievance 
procedures, they can review the Student Complaint Policy (PDF) and submit 
their complaint using the online complaint form 
at https://studentcomplaints.northcarolina.edu/form. 

For more information contact: 
North Carolina Post-Secondary Education Complaints 
223 S. West Street, Suite 1800 
Raleigh, NC 27603 
(919) 962-4550

To file a complaint with the Consumer Protection Division of 
the North Carolina Department of Justice, please visit The State Attorney 
General’s web page at: http://www.ncdoj.gov/complaint. North Carolina 
residents may call (877) 566-7226. Outside of North Carolina, please call (919) 
716-6000. En Espanol (919) 716-0058. If you choose to mail a complaint,
please use the following address:

Consumer Protection Division 
Attorney General’s Office 
Mail Service Center 9001 
Raleigh, NC 27699-9001 

Texas 

BST does not offer in-person classes in Texas but does offer online classes to all 
residents. 
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