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Module One: Examining Theological and Historical Roots of the Credo

Curriculum Study Guide
FOCUS RESOURCES:

Nicene Creed (325 AD)

Excerpts from
WEB Du Bois’ “Credo” in
Darkwater (1920)

WEB DuBois, The Souls of
Black Folk (G&D Media,
2019)

Mercy Oduyoye, Beads and
Strands: Reflections of an
African Woman on
Christianity in America
(Orbis, 2013)

Mike Aquilina, Africa and the
Early Church: The Almost

Forgotten Roots of Catholic
Christianity (Emmaus Road
Publishing, 2023)

Pastor Andrew Butterworth,
“Christianity Thrived Long
Before White Men Arrived”
The Gospel Coalition, Nov
16, 2022.
https://africa.thegospelcoaliti
on.org/article/african-
christianity-thrived-long-
before-white-men-arrived/

SDPC website:
https://sdpconference.info/

SDPC online Credo
https://sdpconference.info/sd
pc-resources/acredo

The development of A Credo To Legatees of the Black Church
Tradition (2025) has its historical roots in the theological witness
and scholarship of the early church in North Africa. The influence
extends to how we understand the Trinity to how the Creation
story is connected to the fertile ground of Africa.

Learning Objectives: Participants increase awareness of

(a) African rootedness of early church; (b) Faith and philosophy of
racial equality in the creation story; (c) memory and tradition
connections to black religion formation; (d) Credo’s purpose

Prayer
Scripture Readings: Genesis 1:1-2:14 / Acts 10:1-44 / Acts 11:19-27 /

Learning Content: Show the video about the Credo and reflect
upon the legacy identified as Jubilee, and the Belief Statements.
As confessions of faith, reflect on these statements as resistance
to the supremacist aims of Project 2025 (listed after the Nicene
Creed). Discuss how the agenda of project 2025 is being enacted
in our public spheres since Jan 2025. Allow shared stories and
listening time for lived experiences about the impact on families
and communities.
https://reelurbannews.com/a-credo-to-legatees-of-the-black-
church-tradition/

Study Questions

Discuss the prophetic tradition as spoken in Ezekiel 37 and what
are causative factors that God raises about “dead bones”

What concerns you most about the societal disparities impacting
the poor and marginalized?

Consider the alignments of the Credo to black theology

How do the readings connect to affirm biblical locality and black
identity?

What urgency do you feel about sharing the Credo beliefs with
others, especially younger generations?

Departing Hymn — Guide My Feet / We Shall Overcome / Black
National Anthem




https://www.stlamerican.com/religion/a-credo-from-black-clergy-in-fight-against-christian-
nationalism/

https://issuu.com/wi3117/docs/the_washington_informer_-_january_9 2025

https://reelurbannews.com/a-credo-to-legatees-of-the-black-church-tradition/

https://www.blackenterprise.com/black-ministers-resistance-project-2025-white-christian-
nationalism/

https://religionnews.com/2025/01/28/black-ministers-denounce-project-2025-urge-collective-
black-resistance/

https://churchleaders.com/news/504601-black-ministers-denounce-project-2025-urge-
collective-black-resistance-rns.html

https://baptistnews.com/article/credo-calls-black-church-to-rise-up-amid-trump-presidency/

https://baptistnews.com/tag/credo/

https://ground.news/article/a-credo-from-black-clergy-in-fight-against-christian-nationalism

https://blackfacts.com/news/article/credo-calls-black-church-to-rise-up-amid-trump-presidency-
baptist-news-global

“The CREDO for an Undemocratic and Dysfunctional America” - Interview Panel hosted by Rev.
Mark Thompson, “Make It Plain podcast” with Rev. Dr. Susan Smith, Rev. Dr. Warren Stewart, Rev.
Dr. Aidsand Wright-Riggins, Rev. Janelle Woods (Feb 28,2025, 1hour, 5 min)
https://youtu.be/FKXhgsYqi8M?si=QkbFC6sOF3KHAKvX

Podcast key words: credo=statement of belief; eisegesis= misappropriation or false use of
biblical doctrine; school-to-prison pipeline= criminalization of black children

“The State of the People: The Assault on Black America” — Streamed on ‘Make it Plain” with
Divine Nine (Black Sororities and Fraternities) also with Joy Reid, Angela Rye, Brittany Packnett
(August 14, 2025, 2 hours live-stream of multiple voices)
https://www.youtube.com/live/zwCgnxGB37M?si=YxxW20mDZNKJ8DNv




Module Two: Role of Historically Black Churches in Racial Justice and Resistance Movements

Curriculum Study Guide
FOCUS RESOURCES

Joseph Evans, Reconciliation and
Reparation: Preaching Economic
Justice (2014)

Joseph Evans, The Art of
Eloguence: The Sacred Rhetoric of
Gardner C. Taylor (Judson Press,
2020)

Obery Hendricks, The Politics of
Jesus: Rediscovering the True
Revolutionary Nature of Jesus’
Teachings (Random House, 2006)

Valerie Miles-Tribble, Change
Agent Church in Black Lives
Matter Times: Urgency for Action
(Lexington/Fortress, 2020)

Susan Smith, With Liberty and
Justice for Some: The Bible, the
Constitution & Racism in America
(Judson, 2020)

Trinity UCC -MAAFA 2025 Study
Manuals and Video Series
https://www.trinitychicago.org/

Historically black churches arose as African-abducted peoples
held faith traditions from the Motherland when they were forced
into the cauldron of slavery. As they learned the white masters’
Christianity, the stories about a God of freedom, justice, and love
spoke hope to enslaved hearts in different ways than the
slaveholders intended. The black church, birthed in hush arbors
and secret places, was safe harbor to gather, worship and pray for
deliverance. The role of the Black church as refuge and moral
guide served to gird collective faith in the freedom quest.

Learning Objectives: Participants identify (a) faith-informed
ethics of lay and clergy figures who risked lives to speak and act
against oppression; (b) compare past and present justice
movements as organizing models for mobilization; (c) look at the
role of churches to bolster faith and courage.

Prayer
Scripture Readings: Hebrews 12-13 / Luke 19:21-47 / Amos
5:21-25 / Jeremiah 29:4-14 / Matt 25:31-46 /Luke 22:24-42

Learning Content: Solicit views on roles of churches in spiritual
formation by connecting to discipleship presence in public
spheres. Discuss why collective roles impact more than a singular
pastor activist. Discipleship of radical hospitality requires
collectives of prophets in the pews. Show and discuss Fannie
Lou’s America Reframed-Full documentary film
https://youtu.be/5h2MzXavgEg?si=irYHKxHdLISLc gR

Black Music month — Legacy of the Black church
https://reelurbannews.com/celebrate-black-music-month-with-

maafa-2025/

Pastor Otis Moss lll: 5-minute
Village Conversations (27)
https://youtube.com/playlist?list
=PLNEsilaSvHgad4SzWX-
nPmIBAvD5 OWwcC&si=DkUO5B

P40ulsZpit

SDPC website:
https://sdpconference.info/

sounds-from-the-sanctuary/

Study Questions

In what ways can Black Churches be at the center rather than
sidelines of freedom and justice movements for the
disenfranchised? What is our moral responsibility as set forth in
Amos 5, Jeremiah 29, and Matthew 257

Departing Hymn — Oh Freedom / Peace Be Still




Module Three: Resisting White Christian Nationalism as a Threat to Democracy

Curriculum Study Guide
FOCUS RESOURCES

Stacey Abrams’ remarks /video by
Amanpour & Company:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=iczWckudNew/

Anthea Butler, White Evangelical
Racism: The Politics of Morality in
America (Univ of No. Carolina Press,
2021)

Wm. Darity, Kristen Mullin, From
Here to Equality: Reparations for
Black Americans (UC Press, 2020)

Eddie Glaude, Democracy in Black:
How Race Still Enslaves The
American Soul (Crown, 2016)

Obery Hendricks, Christians Against
Christianity: How Right-Wing

Evangelicals Are Destroying Our
Nation and Our Faith (Beacon Press,
2021)

Robert Jones, PRRI — Hidden Roots
of White Supremacy and the Path to
a Shared American Future (Simon &
Schuster, 2023).

Marvin McMickle, Let the Oppressed
Go Free: Exploring Theologies of
Liberation (Judson, 2020)

PRRI Research: “Census of American
Religion” (2023-2024)
https://prri.org/research/census-
2023-american-religion/

https://prri.org/spotlight/2024-prri-
census-of-american-religion/

Amanda Tyler, How to End Christian
Nationalism (Broadleaf, 2024)

The march toward authoritarianism threatens the humanity of
Blacks and peoples of color. An ideological manifesto of White
supremacy denigrates others to privilege whiteness. A religious
ideology of ‘evangelicalism’ coopts biblical texts and weaponizes
exclusion under a false guise of God’s “elect.” Since Pilgrim ships
landed and encountered indigenous native peoples, America’s
history is wrought with racist segregation and Jim Crow laws to
target and legalize inequality. Socially constructed whiteness is a
pathology that negatively stunts all in the community.

Learning Objectives: Participants identify (a) key dangers of
racialized nationalism cloaked as patriotism and Christianity; (b)
analyze and discuss faith-links to concepts of empire / dominion /
exceptionalism as doctrinal beliefs; and (c) examine ten steps
discussed by Stacey Abrams to inform us about present dangers.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iczWckudNew/

Prayer
Scripture Readings: Galatians 3: 23-29 / Isaiah 40:28-31/
Ezekiel 3:16-21 / Acts 2:15-21

Learning Content: Knowledge is power; solicit views as
participants compare the religio-politics of Project 2025 with the
Gospel call to love neighbors as ourself. Discuss why supremacy
masks fears about black legitimacy and historical strength in black
faith. Discuss: Stacey Abrams Video (Sept 8, 2025). Share from

lan Haney Lopez, Dog Whistle Politics: How Coded Racial Appeals
Have Reinvented Racism & Wrecked the Middle Class (Oxford
Press, 2014) e.g. CH 4, “The False Allure of Colorblindness.” Study
The Black Reparations Project: A Handbook by Darity et al (2025).
Watch film “Fannie Lou’s America Reframed”- for parallels?
https://youtu.be/5h2MzXavgEg?si=irYHKxHdLISLc gR

Watch Christians Against Christianity-PRRI Public Theologian
Panel (2021) —Speakers: Hendricks/Harper/Wallis/Jones
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ds804NIY{CU

Study Questions

What meaning do we give the Bible saying about the first shall be
last and the last shall be first? What is Reparation? Why and how
can the Black Church inform its communities about the
democratic aim of reparations? What does it mean to develop a
counter-witness to debunk racism?

Departing Hymn — Blessed Assurance




ONLINE Resource List (for Listening and Viewing in Modules 2 and 3)

Rev. Marvin McMickle, Where Have All the Prophets Gone? Reclaiming Prophetic Preaching in America
(Judson, 2019)

Review & Expositor (BST Special Issue): Preaching Through Political Schism, Vol 120, Issue 4, Nov 2023
Guest Editor — Dr. Joseph Evans / Contributors: James Brenneman, LeAnn Flesher, Hanna Kang, Brian
Leander, Valerie Miles-Tribble, Sam Park, Eric Sias, Laura Jean Torgerson.
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/raeb/120/4

Darity, Mullen, & Hubbard, The Black Reparations Project: A Handbook for Racial Justice (1% Edition, Jan
2025). https://www.ucpress.edu/books/the-black-reparations-project/paper/

Pastor Otis Moss 5-Minute Village Conversations (YouTube videos)
Big Beautiful Bill (2025) and 27 Other Topics
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=crE3QWBZnfw&list=PLNEsilaSvHga4SzWX-nPmIBAvD5 OWwcC

The State of the People: The Assault on Black America — August 14, 2025

Streamed on ‘Make it Plain” with Divine Nine (Black Sororities and Fraternities) also with Joy Reid,
Angela Rye, Brittany Packnett (2 hours live-stream of multiple voices — some spotty interruptions)
https://www.youtube.com/live/zwCgnxGB37M ?si=YxxW20mDZNKJ8DNv

Key words: Racist re-districting process; Jim Crow 2.0;

Democrats-Appropriations (PDF): Chart Analysis of Project 2025 https://democrats-
appropriations.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/democrats-appropriations.house.gov/files/evo-media-
document/Project%202025%20Shapes%20Republican%20Funding%20Bills.pdf

See Wharton School of Business Stats on National Economic Effects of Project 2025
https://budgetmodel.wharton.upenn.edu/issues/2025/4/10/economic-effects-of-president-trumps-
tariffs

Brian Stevenson, Equal Justice Initiatives and Legacy Museum, https://legacysites.eji.org/

Study the following sites and support:

Brennan Center for Justice

NAACP Legal Defense Fund

ACLU

AFL-CIO

Samuel DeWitt Procter Conference

Smithsonian Museum of African American History



Module Four: Education for Liberation: HBCU Legacy and Connections to Economic Justice

Curriculum Study Guide
FOCUS RESOURCES

Lisa Bowens & Dennis Edwards, Do
Black Lives Matter? How Christian
Scriptures Speak to Black
Empowerment (Cascade, 2023)

Joseph Evans, Reconciliation and
Reparation: Preaching Economic
Justice (2014)

Danjuma Gibson, Through the Eyes
of Titans: Finding the Courage to
Redeem the Soul of a Nation-Images
of Pastoral Care and Leadership,
Self-Care, and Radical Love in Public
Spaces (Cascade, 2024)

Obery Hendricks, Politics of Jesus:
Rediscovering the True
Revolutionary Nature of Jesus’

Teachings (Random House, 2006)

Samuel DeWitt Proctor, My Moral
Odyssey (Judson Press, 1989)

Barbara Ransby, Making All Black
Lives Matter: Reimagining Freedom
in the 21 Century (Univ Calif Press
2018)

Trinity UCC-Pastor Otis Moss lll: 5-
minute Village Conversations (See
#14 on anti-HBCU agendas)
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL
NEsilaSvHga4SzWX-

nPmIBAvD5 OWwcC&si=DkUO5BP4

OulLsZpijt

SDPC website:
https://sdpconference.info/

Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) are
cornerstones for African American students to gain intellectual
formation and identity affirming mentoring to connect financial
literacy goals. Economic justice must include generational agency.

Learning Objectives: Participants identify (a) faith-informed
ethics of lay and clergy figures who risked lives to speak and act
against oppression; (b) compare past and present justice
movements as organizing models for mobilization .

Prayer
Scripture Readings: Amos 5; Jeremiah 29, Matt 25:31-46

Learning Content: Solicit views on roles of HBCUs to shape and
encourage identity connected to Black presence in educated
spheres and public spheres. Discuss why the role is more than
social but also connected to learning and mentoring to foster
generational economic agency. Share case studies about redlining
/ predatory lending / wealth distribution to foster financial
literacy

New PBS Documentary Preview about HBCUs (2018)
https://youtu.be/BH PdV-Tz4M?si=rMelcAgWFN71u3W3

Documentary: "Tell Them We Are Rising: The Story of Black
Colleges & Universities" by Stanley Nelson (2017-18)
https://www.pbs.org/independentlens/documentaries/tell-them-

we-are-rising/

American Civil Liberties Union - ACLU, Project 2025 Explained
https://www.aclu.org/project-2025-explained

Study Questions

What legacy do we protect in HBCUs as “safe intellectual space?”
In what ways can the Black Church work with HBCUs at the center
of freedom and justice movements for the disenfranchised?

How do we build black wealth equitably?

What is our moral responsibility as set forth in Amos 5, Jeremiah
29, and Matthew 25?

Departing Hymn — Ain’t Gonna Let Nobody Turn Me
Around ...Sweet Honey in the Rock (2014)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WPuBGcnhg6Tw




Module Five: Expanding the Political Power of Black Voting and Resistance

Curriculum Study Guide
FOCUS RESOURCES

Frances Flannery, Rodney Werline,
The Bible in Political Debate: What
Does it Really Say? (Bloomsbury,
2016)

Wesley Lowery, They Can’t Kill Us
All: Ferguson, Baltimore, and a
New Era in America’s Racial Justice
Movement (Hachette/Little, Brown
Group, 2016)

BBC “Why California and Texas are
at Center of Gerrymandering
Battle,” 29 August 2025
https://www.bbc.com/news/article

s/cdxydprlzz2o

American Civil Liberties Union -
ACLU, Project 2025 Explained
https://www.aclu.org/project-

2025-explained

View Fannie Lou’s America
Reframed-Full documentary film
https://youtu.be/5h2MzXavgEg?si
=irYHKxHdLI8Lc gR

Trinity UCC-Pastor Otis Moss lll: 5-
minute Village Conversations (See
Racial Gerrymandering in Texas)
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=
PLNEsilaSvHga4SzWX-

nPmIBAvD5 OWwcC&si=DkUO5BP

40ulsZpit

SDPC website:
https://sdpconference.info/

The right to vote was a fundamental goal for Blacks who were not
viewed as equal American citizens. Blacks were deprived local
and national voting access since the Reconstruction. Courageous
sacrifices of people of faith in the Civil Rights movement gained
rights codified as the Voting Rights Act to strengthen the 15
Amendment. The Act is under threat of nullification. If the power
of voting was not so key, the racist efforts to thwart access would
not be foremost in the news of 2025 White House attempts to
gerrymander or circumvent upcoming elections.

Learning Objectives: Participants gain awareness of (a) threats
to the voting rights act of 1965, still not a codified constitutional
amendment; (b) discussions on partisan politics in fascist agendas
being implemented per Project 2025; (c) urgent actions needed
to mobilize strategies countering the erosion of voting access.

Prayer
Scripture Readings: 1 John 4:20-21

Learning Content: Versions of the John R. Lewis Voting Rights
Advancement Act of 2025 introduced in the House by Rep. Terri
Sewell on March 5, 2025, and in the Senate by Senators Dick
Durbin and Raphael Warnock on July 29, 2025 are repeatedly
rejected by GOP controlled Senate. Some state agendas include
oppressive tactics such as redistricting, voting roll tampering, and
proposed ID cards. Discuss BBC “Why California and Texas are at
Center of Gerrymandering Battle,” 29 August 2025
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cdxydprizz2o

Watch videos of Hamer and 2025 Texas reps attempts to delay
gerrymandering vote; one locked at State capitol for multidays

Library of Congress Resources re: African American Voting Rights
https://www.loc.gov/classroom-
materials/elections/voters/african-americans/

Study Questions

What is the role of faith communities in political activism?
What is the Credo’s call for political engagement?

How can we combat voter suppression in 2025-2028

Departing Hymn — | Ain’t No Ways Tired; Come too Far
By Peter Collins, Victory Boyd and Infinity (YouTube) — 2021
https://youtu.be/IXrI7dIWYZE?si=0Ju0gvDwRsOfGrpf/
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ONLINE Resources List (for Listening and Viewing in Modules 4 & 5)

https://uncf.org/the-latest/how-hbcus-impacted-the-civil-rights-movement

https://tmcf.org/hbcus-played-a-critical-role-during-civil-rights-movement/

https://nmaahc.si.edu/explore/stories/five-contributions-hbcus-have-made-social-movements-

america

https://landmarkeducationaltours.com/how-hbcus-shaped-the-civil-rights-movement-and-

empowered-black-leaders/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9tgudtefnlc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MmHkY9FWgRM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9EQrLvalL9Y0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vVDrKluu9yU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Q29J0-9PJgE

https://www.democracynow.org/2024/7/17/clarence lusane trump black voters 2024

https://www.democracynow.org/2022/10/21/arc of voter justice tour kimberle

https://www.democracynow.org/2025/8/20/headlines/judge orders mississippi to redraw su

preme court districts that diluted black voters power

https://www.c-span.org/clip/reel-america/excerpt-of-president-johnsons-voting-rights-speech-
to-congress/5154130

https://www.c-span.org/clip/the-presidency/black-voting-rights/5108288

https://www.c-span.org/clip/public-affairs-event/user-clip-black-former-congressman-sets-
record-straight-on-voter-id-laws/3743783

Lawrence Bobo, “Inequalities That Endure: Racial Ideology, American Politics, and Peculiar role of the
Social Sciences” — reprinted by Harvard University where Bobo is Dean of the School of Sociology
https://scholar.harvard.edu/files/bobo/files/inegend.pdf/

https://www.c-span.org/classroom/document/?17087

“Big Beautiful Bill” - Otis Moss 5-Minute Village Conversations (YouTube videos)
Big Beautiful Bill (2025) and 27 Other Topics
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=crE3QWBZnfw&ist=PLNEsilaSvHga4SzWX-nPmIBAvD5 OWwcC
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Module Six: Embracing the Prophetic Witness and Voices of Black Women

Curriculum Study Guide
FOCUS RESOURCES

Stacey Abrams, Lead from the
Outside: How to Build Your Future
and Make Real Change (2019) and
Our Time is Now (Picador Paper,
2021)

Dr. Brittney Cooper, Beyond
Respectability: The Intellectual
Thought of Race Women (Univ of
lllinois Press, 2017)

Dr. Keri Day, Unfinished Business:
Black Women, the Black Church,
and the Struggle to Thrive (Orbis,
2012)

Alicia Garza, cofounder Black Lives
Matter, (see EBSCO.com research
starters website):
https://www.ebsco.com/research-
starters/biography/alicia-garza/

Rev. Bernice King:
https://berniceking.com/

Dr. Tamura Lomax, Princeton MLK
Lecture on Patriarchy (2020)
https://youtu.be/ TIMdOvdwZk?si
=XV4DgLTD2wZpUpWP/

Dr. Lynne Westfield, Being Black,
Teaching Black: Politics and
Pedagogy in Religious Studies
(Abingdon, 2008)

Trinity UCC-Pastor Otis Moss lll: 5-
minute Village Conversations (See
Black Women Lead Us)
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=
PLNEsilaSvHga4SzWX-

nPmIBAvD5 OWwcC&si=DkUO5BP

40ulsZpit

Research data from womanist scholar, Dr. Keri Day, reports that
structural undervaluing of Black women places them at bottom
rungs of sociological ladder. “The largest group of poor people in
the U.S. and globally, are women” (2020) As primary caregivers,
women often lack living wages and healthcare access. Educated
women in leadership roles of power are seen as threats. Since Feb
2025, over 319,000 black women lost jobs as a sole demographic
at that level of loss due to anti-DEI targets (MSNBC, 2025). Still,
Black women mobilize for collective action and coalition-building
as resistance. Do Black churches listen and respect their voices?

Learning Objectives: Participants gain awareness of (a) social
and economic disparities for black women and implications for all.
(b) Research and share an assigned historic or current freedom
figure- what did they risk as black women to confront oppressive
systems and structures; (c) discuss prophetic activism of three
founders who networked #black lives matter-why they were not
welcome in some churches? (d) consider the prophetic preaching
voice of Rev. Traci Blackmon, who opened the church as sanctuary
to Ferguson protestors. See YouTube — Rev. Traci Blackmon links

Prayer
Scripture Readings: Matt 27:55 / Esther / John 20: 1-18

Learning Content: Review roles of women as architects of
community mobilization in Civil Rights (bus boycotts, Rosa Parks,
Ella Baker, JoAnne Robinson), and during Black Lives Matter (Alicia
Garza, Patrisse Cullors, Rev. Traci Blackmon). Discuss ramifications
of DEI attacks and public sector removal of black women from job
positions. Show/discuss MSNBC data on black women erased from
workforce. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SxvBbm2XrxI/

Study Questions

How have black women'’s relational strategies served to enact
community mobilization? How has the church historically
margined Black women in leader roles? Include gender analysis of
Dr. Tamura Lomax. What are collaborative gender-equity strategies
to center women’s voices in leadership and decision-making?
Listen/reflect on anthems by Sweet Honey in the Rock.

Departing Hymns — “Ella’s Song,” Sweet Honey in the Rock
(2008). Written by Bernice Johnson Reagon, founder.
https://youtu.be/U6Uus--gFrc?si=j 9SAwWP5p-tTv3HI/

The Women Gather by Sweet Honey in the Rock 2021)
https://youtu.be/T2bVr032-48?si=JEdVXYr3sZhbdrcV/

“This Little Light”/ Do What the Spirit Say Do,” in Sweet Honey’s
tribute to men, women of history (also ONLINE resource list, p.14).
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Module Seven: Addressing Trauma and Mental Health for Wellness and Spiritual Healing

Curriculum Study Guide
FOCUS RESOURCES

Darvin Anton Adams, Inner-City
Blues: Black Theology & Black
Poverty in the United States
(Cascade, 2023)

Chanequa Walker Barnes, I Bring
the Voices of My People: A
Womanist vision for Racial
Reconciliation (Eerdmans, 2019)

Stephanie Crumpton, We Gon’ Be
Alright: Resistance and Healing in
Black Movement Spaces, 2012-
2021 (Univ. of Arizona Press,
October 2025)

Reginald Davis, The Black Church:
Relevant or Irrelevant in the
Twenty-First Century? (Smith &
Helwys, 2010)

Micah L. McCreary, Trauma and
Race: A Path to Wellbeing
(Fortress, 2023)

Mitzi Smith, Womanist Sass and
Talk Back: Social (In)justice,
Intersectionality, and Biblical
Interpretation (Cascade, 2018)

Trinity UCC-Pastor Otis Moss lllI: 5-
minute Village Conversations
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=
PLNEsilaSvHga4SzWX-

nPmIBAvD5 OWwcC&si=DkUO5BP

40ulsZpit

SDPC website:
https://sdpconference.info/

Trauma-informed resources are sorely needed in Black and Brown
communities where targeting is most prevalent. Trauma is the
accumulation of stressors that Micah McCreary calls “a soul
wound [that] occurs when there is internalized injury to the mind,
body, and spirit that offends one’s dignity, violates individual and
corporate rights, and sustains losses in value or reputation”
(2023:22). The racism of redlining, and reifying white supremacy
elevates trauma for Black people. Davis argues that the Black
church has a responsibility to address (2010:54).

Learning Objectives: Participants gain awareness of (a) the
need to overcome stigma associated with trauma and
counseling; (b) developing support systems for truth-telling
with support of faith community; (c) power of counter-
narratives resist pity and affirm Black personhood /self-worth
by sharing own testimonies.

Prayer
Scripture Readings: Lamentations 1:1-3, 10-12

Learning Content: Engage multiple Focus Resources list to
talk about trauma and pernicious effects of racism on
generational wholeness. Encourage listening circles to learn
from experts and how to adopt congregational support
systems; stand as advocates for mental health resources/
referral ministry. Discuss ways to educate about impact of
intergenerational resistance to societal injustice. Utilize
clergy w/nursing, psychology, legal, and mental health
credentials (Examples: Rev. Traci Blackmon, Dr. Chanequa
Walker Barnes, Dr. Micah McCrary, Judge Rev. Wendell
Griffin, among many others).

Study Questions

In what ways are churches complicit in stigmatizing mental
health impact of trauma? Consider ways that worry, stress,
depression might signal trauma; what are spiritually-
informed steps to help yet dignify the person’s issues? How
can churches become active as a locus for advocacy and
transformative change?

Departing Hymn — Go Tell it On the Mountain / Keep Your
Eyes on the Prize and Hold On
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Module Eight: Immigration and the Global Black and Brown Struggle

Curriculum Study Guide
FOCUS RESOURCES

Angela Davis, “Palestine is Really
the Center of the World,” by
Democracy Now (May 2, 2025)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=kOwjB7uTLr0/

Miguel De La Torre, Ed., Ethics: A
Liberative Approach (Fortress,
2013)

Hannah Nicole Jones, 1619 Project
(One World/NY Times, 2021)

Ched Myers and Matthew Colwell,
Our God is Undocumented: Biblical
Faith and Immigration Justice
(Orbis 2012)

Jim Wallis, America’s Original Sin:
Racism, White privilege and the
Bridge to a new America
(Brazos/Baker, 2016)

CBS broadcast, “Details on record
59,000 migrants held at ICE
facilities,” (June 24, 2025)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=T83c7048mb6k

Trinity UCC-Pastor Otis Moss lll: 5-
minute Village Conversations
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=
PLNEsilaSvHga4SzWX-

nPmIBAvD5 OWwcC&si=DkUO5BP

40ulsZpit

SDPC website:
https://sdpconference.info/

Can American citizens turn a blind eye to the plight of immigrants?
The moral manifest on the Statue of Liberty, as the symbol of hope,
welcomes all who are tired, poor, hungry, and yearning to be free.
The asylum of safety and ethos of democracy is under fire. Actions
of ICE raids, deportation, and interception to reject safe landing for
boat loads of Haitian families who risk drowning or starvation, all
exemplify injustices and the hypocrisy of privilege.

Learning Objectives: Participants gain awareness of (a) the aims
of dangerously overt discriminatory immigration policies; (b) the
risk of purging “others” and sanitize a wealthy, white priority for
citizenship; (c) investigate the ideologies of architects of these
policies to expose the common threads in the agendas (Steve
Bannon / Stephen Miller / Koch Brothers / Elon Musk / Donald
Trump; (d) What is xenophobia? Why are certain European, Asian,
and Russian immigrants open to emigrate but Haitian, African, and
other brown peoples are turned away?

Prayer
Scripture Readings: Lamentations 3:19-26; 31-41

Learning Content: Consider the plight of brown and black peoples
targeted, sent to detention camps despite legal citizenship. Examine
due process is ignored if undocumented. The undocumented still
work and pay taxes. Some have children born as Americans. Discuss
the DACA provisions that are ignored or invalidated. Consider the
role and expansion of ICE as federal police grabbing homeless, poor,
and ethnic groups as a means to “cleanup” the neighborhood.
Consider what is the recourse if your child is taken: “Supreme Court
Lifts Restrictions on “roving’ ICE raids in Los Angeles” (Politico, Sept
8, 2025) by Gerstein and Cheney
https://www.politico.com/news/2025/09/08/supreme-court-ice-
raids-ruling-00550551/

Analyze the messaging of Missouri Senator Eric Schmidt at 2025
National Conservatism Conference- Report by Ali Velshi w/Hannah
Nicole Jones and links of anti-immigration to white nationalism
https://www.msnbc.com/ali-velshi/watch/-a-very-dangerous-
theory-maga-s-mask-off-racist-vision-of-america-247005765506/

Study Questions

How do faith communities address resentments of immigrant
communities? Why do racist assumptions overlook the cultural and
educational contributions of Latin peoples to the U.S., which
contradicts the economic dependency on their roles as migrants,
farmers and other crucial laborers? How are Black struggles
connected to global justice movements for human rights?

Departing Hymn: Wade in the Water; God’s Gonna Trouble the
Water / Koinonia Fellowship song (Resource list, p. 14)
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ONLINE Resource List for Listening & Viewing (Modules 6-8)

Keri Day, “Re-thinking What We Mean When we Speak about Christian Theology,” Faith & Leadership,
May 29, 2018.
https://faithandleadership.com/keri-l-day-rethinking-what-we-mean-when-we-speak-about-christian-

theology/

Keri L. Day, “Redeeming Dangerous Memories: Black Women & Racial Injustice (2020 podcast),Yale
Center for Faith & Culture
https://faith.yale.edu/media/redeeming-dangerous-memories-black-women-and-racial-injustice/

Fannie Lou’s America Reframed-Full documentary film
https://youtu.be/5h2MzXavgEg?si=irYHKxHdLISLc gR

Use expository article by Rev. Dr. Kamilah Hall Sharp, “Vashti, Esther, and the “no” and “yes” to Christian
Nationalism,” Review And Expositor, 2025, Vol 121(3-4), pp.221-228

Rev. Dr. Emilie Townes, author of Womanist Ethics and the Cultural Production of Evil (Palgrave
Macmillan, 2006), also wrote: The Cultural production of Evil for the Harvard Divinity Bulletin, 2006
https://bulletin.hds.harvard.edu/the-cultural-production-of-evil/

Ali Velshi, “300,000+ Black Women lose jobs since Trump’s return: Impact will ripple through the
economy,” MSNBC, Sept 7, 2025
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SxvBbm2Xrx|/

Sweet Honey in the Rock — a cappella performance honoring freedom women sharing with audience of
young people (Kennedy Center, 2018)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yQc6SUtUhL4/

Books:

Dr. Keri Day, Religious Resistance to Neoliberalism: Womanist and Feminist Perspectives (Palgrave
Macmillan, 2016)

Tamura Lomax, Jezebel Unhinged: Loosing the Black Female Body in Religion & Culture (Duke Univ Press,
2018).

*Koinonia Fellowship Song (lyrics)

HOW CAN I SAY THAT | LOVE the LORD WHOM I’VE NEVER, EVER SEEN BEFORE:

AND FORGET to SAY THAT | LOVE the ONE WHOM | WALK BESIDE EACH and EVERY DAY?
HOW CAN I LOOK upon YOUR FACE AND IGNORE GOD’S LOVE? YOU | MUST EMBRACE!
YOU’RE MY BROTHER; YOU’RE MY SISTER. AND I LOVE YOU with the LOVE of MY LORD.



